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PEEL THUNDER FOOTBALL CLUB 
Statement by Member for Dawesville 

MR MARSHALL (Dawesville) [12.51 pm]:  Six years ago I introduced the new Peel Western Australian 
Football League team to the House explaining that not only was the club the first regional team to be admitted to 
the 100-year-old competition but also it would help put the Peel region on the map.  This has happened.  Channel 
Nine now includes Mandurah in its evening weather report.  Peel Thunder Football Club is continually in the 
news, whether it be on television, radio or in print.  

After five years in the competition, Peel Thunder has improved in every facet of the game: in administration, 
financial control, on-field playing results, membership, attendance and junior development.  Players such as 
Darren Bolton, Daniel Haines, Dale Walkingshaw and Dean Buszan have been signed up to either the Fremantle 
Dockers or the West Coast Eagles, while Rod Tregenza has had a fairytale career, thanks to Peel Thunder.  Rod 
played for Thunder, but was dropped for disciplinary reasons.  He transferred to the East Fremantle Football 
Club where he went on to win the Western Australian goal-kicking award and to be part of the Sharks 
premiership side.  That year he played for Western Australia against South Australia and Kalgoorlie when he 
kicked a bundle of goals and won the Simpson Medal.  This year he was signed by the North Melbourne Football 
Club to play in the Australian Football League competition, but unfortunately he was injured during the opening 
match of the trials.  He will go on to be a champion.  

Peel Thunder is meeting every challenge in the WAFL competition, yet some club presidents do not want Peel 
Thunder’s licence renewed; they do no want a bye in competition.  They believe the “last in should be first out” 
theory.  What rubbish.  Thankfully, the football media does not believe this theory.  With a large number of 
reporters backing the club to remain in the competition, Peel Thunder’s licence will be reviewed in September-
October.  For the future of football in Western Australia, the club should remain in the competition. 
 


